
Northumbria Area

The 77th Annual General Meeting,

will be held on Saturday 6th February 2016

St Marys RC Church Hall

Dockendale Lane (next to the garage on Front Street)

Whickham
NE16 4EN

at 2.00pm.

There will be a short walk in the morning led by the Gateshead group, starting at
10.30 am from the Hall and taking in part of the Red Kite Walk along the Derwent
Valley.

Agenda

Annual Report

and

Accounts

For the year ending 30th September 2015



NORTHUMBRIA AREA OF THE RAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION

The 77th Annual General Meeting

will be held on Saturday 6th February 2016

St Mary’s RC Church Hall, Dockenden Lane, Whickham, NE16 4EN

AGENDA

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Welcome from the Chair 

Introduction

Apologies

Minutes of 76th AGM

Matters arising from the Minutes

Adoption of the Annual Report

Adoption of the Actual Accounts

Appointment of auditors

Election of Officers

Election of six members to Area Council for

a term of one year 

General Council 2016

AOB

Date and Venue of AGM 2017

Address by Guest Speaker

Northumbria Ramblers Annual Report Page 2 of 17



RAMBLERS NORTHUMBRIA AREA AGM Minutes

Minutes of the Special General Meeting held in Shilbottle Community Hall
at 2 pm on Saturday 31st January 2015

33 members attended the Meeting.

This Special Meeting had been convened to amend the Constitution to incorporate
electronic banking so that the finances could be administered more easily for the
new Treasurer.

Existing clause:

15(iii) An account in the name of Area shall be opened at such Bank as the council
shall approve.  All moneys received shall be paid into the bank and all payments
shall be made by cheque.  Cheques shall be signed by any two of the following:
The Treasurer and/or the Chair or the General Secretary or one other Area officer.

The following amendment, proposed by Malcolm McVey, and seconded by
Jon Davison, was unanimously accepted:-

“15(iii)  An account in the name of Area shall be opened at such Bank as
the council shall approve.  All moneys received shall be paid into the Bank
and all  payments shall  be made by cheque or  electronic  bank transfer.
Cheques shall be signed and electronic bank transfers authorised by the
Treasurer and one other Area Officer.”

Minutes of the 76th Annual General Meeting held at Shilbottle Community
Hall following the Special Meeting on Saturday 31st January 2015.  

33 members attended the Meeting.

1.  Welcome

Judith Taylor, Chair, welcomed members to the Meeting, thanked Penny Ford for
leading the morning walk, and introduced the speaker, Daniel Bart-Schneider, from
Central Office.  

2.  Chair’s Introduction

She commented on:-

(a) The successful Opening of the Coastal path and thanked Nuala for setting it up
and Dave Turnbull for the publicity; 

(b) Our objections to and the rejection of the wind-farm at Belford in a particularly
sensitive area; 

(c) Middleton Burn wind-farm and the need for individuals to voice their opinion
once we had received the formal proposals; 

(d)  Publicity  in  the  form of  business  cards,  designed by Richard  Fletcher,  and
printed by Alan Mitcham, to be circulated to Group Secretaries.

(e)  Footpaths  groups:   Hexham  -  well  established;  Tyneside  –  working  well;
Alnwick – hoping to form a working group soon.

(f)  The sad deaths of Ann Key, Vice Chair, and Arthur Quick, Treasurer, in 2014.

(g) Heritage Way – Bill Gallon was keen to re-establish it.
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(h) The website was being updated and redesigned after looking at the National
website, to avoid duplication.

(i)   Communications  with  groups  to  include  Facebook  and  Social  Media  with
photographs.

(j)  Training to continue, with possibly using a site south of the river.

Judith thanked the Executive Team for their help and said it had been a privilege to
work with them.

3.  Apologies for absence

Apologies  had  been  received  from Serena  Dean  (Berwick),  Mark  Nugent  &  Gill
Dallow (Tyneside), Ken Hughes (Hexham), and Gillian Darbyshire (Sunderland).

4.  The Minutes of the 75th Annual General Meeting were agreed as being a
correct record of that Meeting, proposed by Nuala Wright and seconded by Malcolm
McVey.

5.  Matters arising.

The questionnaire was abandoned.

6.  Adoption of the Annual Report

The 2014 Annual Report was adopted, proposed by Josie Lowdon and seconded by
Julia Forster.

7.  Adoption of the Accounts

Gill Atkinson presented the accounts and said that no payments had been made to
Groups at the end of the year as this would have looked as though they had large
reserves.  Had these payments been made in line with the budget of £3,394, the
reported  surplus  of  £2,737 would  have been a  deficit  of  £657.   There  was an
outstanding invoice of £230 from 2014.  She had realised that the template sent
from Central  Office was not the usual  process and some groups had not made
returns in this format for Central Office to upload it directly into their system.  If
Treasurers without internet access, submitted a paper copy in the standard format,
she would submit it for them.  Some groups had no Independent Examiner to “sign
off” their accounts.  This could be a member or non-member of the group with
some understanding of accounts who was not involved in compiling them.

She agreed that Central Office was able to see bank balances of groups to confirm
whether or not they matched the returns, but they did not have any access to these
accounts.

Concern had been expressed to her about the level and availability of funding but
expenses submitted were quite low.  Questions were asked about paying for travel
expenses  for  pioneering  walks.   Gill  said  this  was  a  decision  to  be  agreed  by
individual groups. Although she did not wish people to be out-of-pocket, to pay
everyone’s pioneering expenses would be unrealistic.  She had written an Expenses
Policy for the Area which we were working to.  Some Officers had been paying their
own expenses and then reclaiming them.  She would prefer people to send invoices
to her,  so that  they could be paid directly  from Area funds.   She replied to a
question that if money was raised for the Ramblers Association, no matter from
which source, it became Ramblers’ money and could only be used for Ramblers’
purposes as we were a Charity.
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In reply to a question, she later said that affiliation fees were paid to (a) Scot Ways
- £18; Northumberland and Newcastle Society - £29; Open Spaces Society - £49.

Approval of the Accounts was proposed by Penny Ford, seconded by Neil Allender,
and accepted.

8.  Appointment of Independent Examiner of Accounts

Kathryn  Howard  had  resigned  as  Independent  Examiner  of  Accounts.   A
replacement would be co-opted.

9.  Appointment of Area Officers

 Penny Ford  was accepted  as  Area  Chair,  proposed  by Kathleen  Tweddle  and
seconded by Josie Lowden.

 Jon Davison was accepted as Secretary, proposed by Neil Allender, and seconded
by Kath Nixon.

Appreciation was expressed to Judith Taylor as retiring Chair, and to Neil Allender,
as retiring secretary and a small presentation was made.

 Gill Atkinson was accepted as Treasurer.

 Richard Fletcher was accepted as Vice Chair, proposed by Malcolm McVey and
seconded by Nuala Wright.

10. Appointment of Six Members to Area Council for a term of one year

The following were re-elected:  Bill Gallon, Richard Fletcher, Rob Hutchinson, Mark
Nugent,  Jon Davison,  and Ian Tait,  proposed by Cliff  Ludman and seconded by
Judith Taylor.

11. General Council 2015

The 2015 General Council was to be held in Cambridge and would be attended by
Penny Ford, Richard Fletcher, and Ian Tait.

12. Any Other Business

1. David Turnbull said that the Journal was interested in publishing regular walks,
would suggest a format and contact groups.

2. Malcolm McVey said that there was a Northumbria Ramblers face-book page
already operational.

3. Bill Gallon mentioned he already had 70 walks articles in his blog.

4. Facebook  was  being  monitored  by  Mark  Nugent  and  any  inappropriate
information would be removed immediately.

13.  Date and Venue of AGM 2016

Saturday (last in January) 2016 – venue to be agreed.

14.Daniel Brett-Schneider (Head of Engagement, Central Office)

He thanked the Area for inviting him and said that his purpose was to engage with
groups and members although he had only been in-post for a few months.  He gave
a detailed presentation of the Ramblers over 80 years, including the creation of
National Parks, long-distance walks, definitive maps, open access, land reform, and
coastal paths.

Northumbria Ramblers Annual Report Page 5 of 17



Membership  was 108,000  and over  1  million people visited the website.   They
supported short walks and health walks of 1-1½ hours length with 175,000 walks
per  year.   MP’s  had  joined  over  30  Ramblers  walks  last  year.   A  Volunteers’
Welcome  booklet  was  available  with  how  they  should  be  treated  and  offering
training.

The Ramblers  were  guardians  of  the footpaths network,  including maintenance.
“Path-watch”  would  be launched in  Spring  2015  when it  was  hoped to  engage
100,000 people to  survey every right-of-way as  it  was  15 years  since the last
survey.  Over the last 18 months, key groups and organisations had discussed with
Ramblers what we should be doing over the next 10 years.   Everyone involved had
been emailed and around 700 had responded.  These had been submitted to the
Trustees and their considerations may be available at General Council.

Governance - In 2013 the Board asked how we should govern ourselves, discussed
ideas, and received 779 responses from individuals on behalf of groups, to a survey
from October  to  December.   These  were  read  fully  by  groups  and  then  were
submitted to the Trustees for the 2015 General Council meeting.  

He then asked for questions.

In response to question about lack of access to disused railway lines which had
been returned to farmers, he said that the Ramblers were involved in strategic
connections.

Re  volunteering,  it  was  suggested  that  anyone  wishing  to  help  with  footpaths
should first get in touch with the local footpath officer, or local access forum or
speak to Alan Mitcham.  The Footpath Officer would be able to set up a training
day.

Hexham group had competition for members from a number of short walk groups in
the area.  Daniel replied that there had been stability of membership over the last
12 months, although we needed to attract new members.  The Ramblers wished to
encourage people  to  get  into  walking  and supported  the Council  initiatives.   A
comment was made that membership of these other groups was either free or a
nominal amount, which was much cheaper than £30 Ramblers membership.  He
commented that it was a priority to see how we could answer these questions and
encourage people to migrate to Ramblers groups.

As a London based organisation, it was felt there was a bias to that area and asked
if someone could be delegated to keep the North informed of what was going on
and build stronger links as some of the information in his presentation was new to
us.  Daniel agreed and said there was a commitment to communicate across the
whole organisation.

Dave  Turnbull  commented  that  Northumbria  area  had  been  running  successful
training  courses  for  3-4  years  and  had  been  doing  some  of  the  other  things
suggested by Central Office and would like to tell them what we have been doing.
He also asked when we might expect to hear the results of the feedback.  Daniel
was uncertain but hoped it might be before General Council in March.

A Sunderland member asked if someone could attend an Area Council meeting.  

Alnwick ran tester walks before people were asked to join.

It was hoped to develop an APP and Central Office were in contact with Google and
Amazon, but were not yet ready to say exactly what was wanted.  Identification of
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footpaths may help identify  paths not included and the possibility  of  joining up
some paths.  There was 11 years to get these on to the definitive paths and he
asked people to register old lines which could be adopted.

The meeting ended at 3.45 p.m.

Did you know that you can now download this Annual  Report from the
Northumbria Area website?

Go to:  http://www.northumbriaramblers.org.uk/

Northumbria Area in 2015
Officers’ Reports

Area Chair’s Report

This has been my first year as Chairman and it has been a steep learning curve as I
had little  experience at  area level  prior  to this.  I  attended the General  Council
meeting in Cambridge and was able to talk to several people who work in Head
Office and get some new perspectives.

The Area seems to be working well, despite some vacancies and the groups appear
to be thriving. Some have been involved with Health Walks and others surveying
and/or repairing paths in their patch. The footpaths officers have been busy and
vigilant and we have been involved with formation of the coastal footpath in our
region and will be helping with another section next year. The Heritage Path has
been  re  surveyed  with  a  re  launch  scheduled  for  next  year.
My thanks to all the area and group officers for their hard work, help and patience

Penny Ford, Northumbria Area Chair

Membership Secretary’s Report

This year, our membership numbers have dropped again, from 2153 last October to
2130 to date, an average of 2140. An apparent loss of 23, but considering we have
acquired 245 new members over the year, this brings our total loss to 269 across
the Area group + 14 Groups.

I  have mentioned the  Area group, as opposed to Northumbria Area.  This is  an
administrative only group with no officers, designated NN-96. These are people who
have  apparently chosen not to be attached to any of our groups. This group has
more than doubled its size over the year from 23 to 65 and still growing!  I intend
to get in touch with all these members to try and find out how this has arisen, with
a view to transferring them to the walking groups if possible. I visited London Head
Office last month and met with those that I  have phone contact with over the
years, and so I can now picture who I am speaking to when I have need to contact
them! Whilst I was there I was told about a new smartphone Emergency Phone App
they were working on, that will send a grid reference to your contact if you get into
difficulties. This is on-going, so watch this space!

Malcolm McVey, Membership Secretary
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Access  Officer

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000

The requirement for Natural England to complete a statutory review of the maps of
‘open country’ and registered common land under section 10 of the CROW Act 2000
has been deferred.  The 8 conclusive maps covering England will now be reviewed
for each area in 2019 and 2020, 15 years after their first issue by the Countryside
Agency. Subsequent review deadlines are also deferred.

Access restrictions are in force affecting the use of Access Land.  These can be
viewed on the Natural England website, which also covers Coast Access: 

Coast Access 

The England  Coast  Path  section of  the  Durham,  Hartlepool  and Sunderland
coast from North Gare to South Bents partly within Northumbria Area was opened
in April 2014, after much work by dedicated members of The Ramblers.  Further
sections of the England Coast Path are continuing to be opened to public use.

Work is currently underway on the section of coast within Northumbria Area from
South  Bents  at  the  Sunderland/South  Tyneside  boundary  north  to  Amble  in
Northumberland.  It is hoped that volunteers would like to be involved in draft
surveys of this area.  Contact the Access Officer for information.  The two sections
from Amble north to Berwick are programmed for completion between 2016 and
2018.

For further details see the Natural England website:

http://www.openaccess.naturalengland.org.uk/wps/portal/oasys/maps/MapSearch   

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/36
0158/coastal-access-england-map.pdf

Nuala Wright, Access Officer

Rights of Way Co-ordinator

In most respects this has been a good year.  Many of the footpaths and bridleways
in  our  area  are  still  in  good  condition.   However  local  authority  cutbacks  are
definitely having their effect.  I heard recently from a prominent member of the
ROW  team  at  Northumberland  that  they  are  unable  to  react  to  many  of  the
problems reported to them.  They have to prioritise and respond reactively instead
of addressing the issues as they would want to. 

The Big Pathwatch has thrown up problems for Northumberland and Durham and
the Tyne & Wear authorities.  I have had little feedback from Northumberland and
Durham but I am aware that the Newcastle and Sunderland ROW Officers have
been  frustrated  by  reports  of  problems  in  their  areas  which  are  not  their
responsibility (the result of Head Office errors with local authority boundaries).

The longstanding problems at Morley Hill Farm (Newcastle City Council) seem to be
reaching  a  resolution.   Northumbria  Ramblers  objection  to  the  closure  of  the
footpath was upheld at a public hearing in November 2013 but Newcastle Council
has (till recently) done very little other than recognising that the path needed to be
diverted.  Finally it appears that a satisfactory diversion will go ahead after the
developers of the proposed new Hazlerigg housing estate have agreed to purchase
a strip of land alongside the Brunswick Industrial  Estate and dedicate this as a
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public footpath.  We have agreed that this is a satisfactory way forward, though
clearly the council could have acted sooner and without this outside help.

The Heritage Way initiative is going forward reasonably well.  A small group of us
have looked at the original route, devised in the mid 1980s, which went around the
outside of the Tyne & Wear border and into parts of Northumberland and Durham.
We have made small route changes to retain a viable walking route and a great
deal of heritage interest.  We have met with the local authorities who seem very
supportive  and we are  currently  surveying bits  of  the  route with  the  object  of
finalising any route changes and updating the walk instructions.  It is hoped that
the walk will be fully waymarked and reopened in the autumn of 2016 with walk
leaflets initially downloadable from the internet.

The rush of  large scale  wind farm planning applications in Northumberland has
somewhat abated.  Some wind farm construction is still under way but the first of
two anticipated developments in the Belford area was turned down at a County
Council  planning  meeting  a  year  ago  and it  appears  that  the  developer  is  not
planning to take it any further.  (These two developments were of major concern to
Northumbria Ramblers because they would have had a detrimental impact in an
area of high sensitivity close to the St Cuthberts Way and St Cuthberts Cave.)

Several of us recently attended a ‘Lost Ways’ seminar in Lancaster, organised by
Ramblers Head Office.  We are beginning the process of identifying and researching
paths which have the potential for being claimed as rights of way using historical
evidence but which do not currently appear on the Definitive Map.  Several such
paths have been identified (currently all in Northumberland).  More will no doubt be
identified and all will have to be followed up using ancient maps and other evidence
such as Tithe records and Inclosure Award documents.  Many of the historic records
are held at the County Records Office at the Woodhorn Museum.  We would be
interested to hear from anyone who would like to become involved in the research
and the submission of  these claims to the County Council  (please contact  Alan
Mitcham or Judith Taylor).

Finally, I would like to note that this is to be my last year as Area Rights of Way
Coordinator.  I have enjoyed my five years in the job and would like to record my
thanks to the Group FP Secs who have worked tirelessly on individual problems in
their locality.  I am standing down at the forthcoming AGM.  However I would be
very pleased to work with my successor for the next one year.

Alan Mitcham

Webmaster

Walks Book

The  print  run  of  this  book  is  restricted  to  about  500  copies  because  of  high
distribution cost. It goes to about 300 members who wish for a printed copy and
most of the rest is sent to central office for new members.

Area Website

The area website (www.northumbriaramblers.org.uk) contains all walks programs
and much past information about the area. However, it was designed several years
ago and may need to brought up to date.

More general walks information is hosted by
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http://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/group-finder/areas/northumbria.aspx

and all Northumbria walks secretaries should be encouraged to feed it their walks
data. I maintain the area site and some of the central site. In the future I will
attempt to transfer some of the local information to the national site.

Tony Royston

Group Reports

Alnwick and District Group

Alnwick group continues to do well with several new members joining this year. Our
walk programme has been varied and only once nearly rained off. We also enjoy
our tea and cake after the walk, enabling everyone to catch up. There has been a
major change in the committee as the Chairman, Secretary and Walks secretary
stood down at the AGM this year. A big thank you to those who volunteered for the
posts.

Penny Ford, Former Chair

Berwick Group

Berwick Group membership has increased during the year mainly due to people
moving to the area. Our yearly break away was to Reeth, North Yorkshire which
was a superb location for both short and long walks. The group enjoyed the walking
and local hospitality. Berwick enjoys joint walks with our Scottish friends from the
Coldstream and Melrose  Groups.  Also  we  have  friends  from the  Alnwick  group
frequently joining our walks. For our AGM the footpath officer from Northumberland
County  Council  gave  a  most  interesting  talk  and  film  show.  An  informative
discussion followed. The Big Pathwatch deserves a mention. A number of members
registered  and  attempted  to  register!  Unfortunately  the  biggest  challenge  was
overcoming the IT problems. During the year members lead walks for Walking for
Health Initiative, U3A and the Berwick Walking Festival.

Serena Dean

Chester-le-Street

Membership 

 Chester-le-Street  ended  the  financial  year  with 91  members and our  monthly
average of membership for 2015 is 97  (the same as 2014). In all 15 left the group
& 11 joined the group.

Sunday walk numbers are holding steady at 25/30 and bums on seats % for coach
trips improved (cash up front & smaller coach).

Our current website is updated as and when required  and a new “Joomla” based
website  is  in  the  process  of  being  built  from scratch,  with  the  assistance of  a
moderator.  The site will be sponsored/funded by Ramblers HQ

The Quarterly Newsletter “Chit Chat” has had to be dropped because of the lack of
articles.
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Our footpath officer has organised the “Big Path Watch” event and plans to do more
and our walks Co-ordinator is loading our walks directly into the national data base,
whilst forwarding the links to local members.

Mid week walks continue to be well attended, especially  those with coffee shop on
route.

Past social  events  included crown green bowling,  archery and a  Ceilidh, whilst
future event planning is well in hand.

Jon Davison

Derwentside Group

Membership is currently 76.  Attendance on walks has been quite good and we
often have guests from other groups.

The annual dinner was held at the Derwent Walk Inn, Ebchester in April and was a
great success.  Suggestions for another venue for next year will be most welcome.

At  our  last  AGM the  treasurer  stated  that  walk  leaders  had  definitely  claimed
sufficient expenses to pay for a coach trip if they wished to do so.  So on Sunday
6th September we set off for Melrose.  It was probably the best day of the year,
with glorious sunny weather.  We arrived about 10am at St Boswells where we met
two Scottish friends, Jim and Darlene.  We commenced a linear walk via Dryburgh
and Bowden, taking in the statue of William Wallace along the way.  Some of us
climbed Eildon Mid Hill before we all climbed Eildon Hill North.  When we reached
Melrose we enjoyed some well-deserved ice-cream followed by fish & chips (it was
very hot).

Another wonderful walking year.

Vaughan Davidson

Durham Group

This year the Group has organised 57 walks distributed among 19 leaders.  It’s very
gratifying  that  some  of  the  leaders  are  new  mostly  due  to  Roger  Carpenter’s
recruiting efforts.  As in previous years the Group has organised Sunday walks on
every  other  Sunday,  alternating  with  Derwentside’s  Sunday walks.   Along  with
these  there  have  been  fortnightly  Wednesday  walks  some of  which  have  been
morning walks with lunch at a pub.  From 6.00 p.m. during the summer months we
have led evening walks which have been very well attended.

In previous years, as an extension to the “Get Walking Keep Walking” campaign,
Roger Carpenter organised Saturday morning walks.  These were discontinued this
year as the number attending fell, and it was thought that considering all the other
walks organised the load on leaders was too great.

With respect to social events, we have not organised a weekend away this year as
of poor take-up in 2014.  There is to be a Christmas dinner and a lunch and so the
“pot luck” supper has been moved to January perhaps as a Burns Night.

The membership is about the same as it has been for a number of years and at the
moment, November 2015, stands at 130.  In fact there has been a considerable
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change in members as of the 130 10 years ago only 45 are still members.  So 85
are new with 12 new members so far this year.

Cliff Ludman

Gateshead Group

As the end of the year approaches we are now thinking of what walks and trips we
would like in  our  programme for  2016.  To this  end we are  holding a planning
meeting after our “Red Kite” walk at Lintzford Garden Centre on 31st October, over
a cup of tea or coffee, to consider proposals from our group members.

We have completed 3 sections of the Northumberland coastal path on linear walks
using public transport to return to our cars. Sections covered were Alnmouth to
Craster,  Craster  to  Seahouses and Seahouses to  Budle Bay.  We have achieved
walks on every Saturday, other than when the Group is away on one of our walking
holidays. We have also incorporated a section of the coastal path in Seaham into a
circular walk, also visiting “Tommy” on the return leg.

Our AGM is to be held on the 14th November at Whickham when hopefully we will
have many volunteers for the committee.

Peter Blacklock

Hexham Group

Group membership stands at 132, 2 more than in May this year. Attendance on
walks varies considerably - between 2 and 21 over the past few months. There
seems to be a gradual  trend towards a preference for  walks of  7-8 miles  with
attendance on walks of 10+ miles being usually poor. There is a shortage of people
willing to lead walks although to date we have always been able to fill the weekly
programme.

The way-marking group goes out once a month between April and October. This
year we have walked our section of Isaac’s Tea Trail  to check on its  condition,
completed coverage of all the footpaths in the parish of Slaley and made a start on
Haydon Bridge parish. Attendance on these outings varies from 4 to 12.

We have had a group week-end at Derwent Bank HF centre, with another planned
for Sedbergh in April 2016. These are becoming increasingly popular since the first
visit to Malham last year. We always have a summer and Xmas pub meal with other
events occasionally arranged eg visit to Victoria Tunnel.

Changes  on  the  committee  are  anticipated  at  the  forthcoming  AGM  but  it  is
expected that committee roles will be filled.

Julia Forster

Morpeth

Membership currently stands at 75 with one new member joining earlier in the year
via the Health Walks initiative.  We now have more leaders volunteering for walks
and attendance on walks has risen slightly.  
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Last  December  we  had  a  very  enjoyable  Christmas  dinner  at  the  Sun  Inn  in
Morpeth  and  just  after  Christmas  we  organised  a  short  walk  around  Blagdon
followed by lunch at the Ridley Arms, Stannington.  We continue to try and meet up
for a cup of tea after our walks and have also had several fish and chip meals after
our walks.

 In  September  we  arranged  for  the  Ripon  Ramblers  to  join  us  for  a  walk  on
Hadrian’s Wall.  They organised a coach and 27 of us set off from Housesteads for a
7 mile walk on a beautiful sunny day. Their chairman phoned me the following day
to say how much they had enjoyed it and they hope to come back next year.

V. Ludbrook

Northumbria Short Circuits

Our Committee has continued to meet regularly formally & informally on walks.
Information  pertaining  to  the  Group  is  circulated  by  Group  email  and  on  our
website.

The Membership stands at 86 and we continue to have over 30 walking with us
regularly,  including members of other groups. 47 walkers took part in our walk
from Morpeth to Bothal. We also have a good number of walks leaders.

A ‘pathfinder’ subgroup has been formed to help David Moore (Walks Coordinator)
with the checking of future walks and with drawing up our walks programmes. A
walk at Housesteads took place on April 25th to coincide with the 50th Anniversary of
the establishment of Pennine Way. 

A number of social occasions have taken place, or are planned. We celebrated the
Group’s 10th Anniversary with a Lunch at the Badger, Ponteland on 18th April. A
Walking  Weekend  in  and  around  Whitby  on  16th-18th May  took  place  with  22
members taking part. In addition, a day’s walking at Reeth, North Yorkshire took
place on Saturday 26th September. The walk was followed by a meal at The Buck
Inn, Reeth, where we had the sole use of their function room. A great success!

Northumbria Short Circuits AGM took place on Saturday 14th November 2015.

Tom Turnbull

Northumbria Family Walking Group

In  an  effort  to  attract  more  members,  we  renewed  our  website.   It  is  now
http://familywalking.org  and  we  can  also  be  contacted  on  our  Twitter
feed@familywalking. 

Robert Cooper

For further details of walks and to contact visit www.familywalking.org

Northumbria Walking Group (20s and 30s Group)

Please see our website contact details
Mark Harrison
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Ponteland Group

The group has continued its established pattern of walking alternate Sundays and
two Wednesdays a month. The Wednesday walks are the better attended with an
average group size in the mid-teens, Sunday group sizes are considerably smaller.

We have done a great deal to publish details of our activities and this has resulted
in several new members, most prefer the midweek format.

Socially,  the Christmas mince pie walk was a great  success as was the annual
dinner held at the Beresford Arms, Whalton. We also joined Hexham group on a
walking weekend in The Lakes, thanks to Jill Bungay for her work in organising this.

The group continues to support Ponteland Town Council footpath users group in
their  work to maintain paths in Ponteland parish and the efforts  to reinstate a
blocked path at Morley Hill near Dinnington appear to be coming to a satisfactory
conclusion  thanks  to  the  involvement  of  Banks  Group  who  are  carrying  out
development work in the area.

Colin Braithwaite 

Sunderland Group

No Report

Tyneside Group

The first part of this year was dominated by unfinished business from last year
concerning the date of our AGM. The established order of AGMs is that a Group
should hold theirs within 3 months of the end of the financial year (September
30th), then Area, within 5 months and finally the General Council. The aim of this
being that reports and problems can be passed on up the ‘chain’. Historically, a lot
to do with the size of our Group and the need to have our Annual Report printed
and published, the earliest Tyneside could hold its AGM was during February. This
was beyond the desired AGM date. In addition Area, made up of many Groups far
smaller  than  Tyneside,  held  their  AGM before  Tyneside’s,  in  January.  This  also
didn’t comply with the order of things, so a compromise was necessary. After a lot
of discussion it was agreed that our AGM could be held in January if the Tyneside
Annual Report was put on-line, (following Area’s lead from a few years previously).
This would also save a lot of money spent on postage; money that the Treasurer
always had to justify when requesting our funding from Area. The last Thursday in
January was the best compromise we could reach and this was put forward to Area.
Area were also ready to compromise and their AGM has been moved forward to
February. This arrangement was finally accepted by Head Office in the Summer and
I would like to thank Penny Ford, Northumbria Chairman, for her help and support
in achieving this. 

Unfortunately Barbara Dickson’s health prevented her from heading the committee
as  she  wished  so  she  tendered  her  resignation  in  July.  Her  chief  reason  for
becoming Chairman had been to ‘put something back’ as she felt she had been
given so much by Ramblers when she herself had needed it. During her short time
she brought in a lot of enthusiasm and total commitment, for which we are grateful.
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Following on, I would like to thank committee members for their support during this
transition time.

A  new  Chairman  was  searched  for  amongst  active  members  and  after  careful
consideration Barrie Russell, Wednesday 10 o’clock, agreed that his name could be
put forward. He has since been co-opted on to the committee with a view to being
elected at the AGM. 

Across the coaches we have had an enjoyable and fulfilling year with a good variety
of  walks,  successful  social  occasions  and  fortunately  few  incidents.  Although
numbers indicate a fall in membership, this is not obvious from the enthusiasm and
commitment of the large numbers who regularly turn up. Some of this of course is
due to the effort put in by the Walk Leaders, Coach Secretaries and other helpers
and they deserve our grateful thanks.   

Throughout the year we have been encouraged to make more use of the website
and some of the coaches are successfully updating their webpages with news and
information, the rest of us are slowly getting there. 

Finally an update on the progress of the seat in memory of Ann Key; the Forestry
Commission have proposed a site near Joe’s Wood, overlooking Rothbury and the
wood has been cut and put to season.

Gill Dallow
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Accounts Ramblers, Northumbria Area

Income and Expenditure Account Year ended 30th September 2015

Income 2014/15 2013/14

Central Office Allocation 4250.00 6128.00
Sales of Adverts   360.00   230.00
Bank Interest      7.59       7.62
Training (Donations)  110.00   350.00
Total Income for year 4727.59 6715.62

Expenditure
Group Allocations 3645.90     -
Walks Programmes 2206.58 2112.24
Footpath Maintenance,
 Campaigns   417.67      -
Walks Leader Training   220.00 1025.00
Publicity   102.00      -
Practical Work   115.42   132.46
Meetings   287.16   366.71
Administration     24.70   253.61
Subscriptions       -     88.00
Total Expenditure for year  7019.43 3978.02

Surplus/ (Deficit) for year  (2291.84) 2737.60

Balance Sheet
Opening Balance 8940.54 6202.94
Closing Balance 6648.70 8940.54

Independent Examiner's Statement 

Having carried out procedures in accordance with Area and Group Independent
Examination Guidelines,  I  consider  the Northumbria  Area Accounts to have
been properly prepared and give a true and fair view of the Area finances for
the year ended September 30 2015

Signed Gary Kennedy

9 Church View, Longhorsley. 

Date 16/11/15

Stephen Edwards, Treasurer.
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Honorary Area Officers 2015– 2016

Chair Penny Ford

Vice-Chair Richard Fletcher

Treasurer Stephen Edwards

Secretary (split post)

Area Correspondence & Liaison Officer 

Countryside Officer

Annual Report Editor

Dave Turnbull

Gilbert Roberts

Paul Roberts

Access Officer Nuala Wright

Rights of Way Coordinator Alan Mitcham

Publicity and Literature Officer Vacant

Membership Officer Malcom McVey

Walk Northumbria Editor Vacant

IT Officer Tony Royston & Tim McVey

Media Officer Dave Turnbull

Minutes Secretary Vacant

Individual Area Council Members

Mr. W. Gallon

Mr. R. Fletcher

Mr Bob Hutchinson

Mr M Nugent

Mr Ian Tait
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